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My father and Mary - Mary was about ten years older.

A lady friend who wanted to marry my father, but he didn't ever want to remarry!

My father's letter about his will in 1999
This is the only will where he addresses his gender bias
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Chateau De Lornay, Loire Valley, Central France

My father had rather grandiose notions, thinking he could be a direct descendant of
Bernard Rene Jourdan, Marquis de Launay (1740-1789)
It seems that Bernard was married twice, but only had daughters and any carrying on
the family name would be through a brother or cousin. This means that the line could
go back to the father, a previous Bastille governor; or even further back. If there is any
relationship at all!

Subject: Delaunay
Date: 26, March 2009 Thursday
Hello Hilary,
I will be posting to you copies of Louis's marriage certificate and death certificate
as well as a copy of Felicia's marriage certificate (he never did send any of
them). I will be doing the same thing for John.

July 14 1789 : Mons. de L‚ÄôAulnay, governor of the Bastille, falls a victim to
the fury of the assailants. 

Louis Felix Armand Delaunay [gt gt grandfather] was born in France 1823.
He was found guilty of revolutionary activities and deported to a French penal
colony, probably French Guiana. With a group of others, he escaped in a sailing
ship to England, where he settled.

He married Mary Day on 10 October 1859. He would have been 36. So he
probably arrived in England about 1850, giving him a few years to settle before
marrying. About a year later they had a daughter, Felicia Ellen Delaunay. In 1877
she married Walter Charles Boyce.

Louis Delaunay died in 1905, aged 82. Louis was my father‚Äôs grandfather. My
father described him as a very gifted man. He was an artist. On the wall of his
home was a painting by Louis of the ship on which he had escaped to England.
My father, as a lad would go to buy him the French newspaper ‚ÄúParis Soir‚Äù 

Louis said that he received a life pension from the French Republican
Government but could not return to France because he was an escaped criminal.
He also made a living decorating people‚Äôs homes.

The fact that he painted the ship is very significant. He could only have done that
in England after acquiring a dwelling and the equipment to do a painting. The
ship must have been in harbour. A sailing vessel would be too complicated to
paint from memory. London was a very busy port. They could have berthed in
the Thames. Louis lived around Twickenham which is not far from the Thames.
So who owned the ship? The group of escapers could not bring a stolen ship into
an English port.

They could be hung as pirates. The implication is that they had money to buy the
ship in the penal colony. Or that they were supplied with a ship by an
organisation in France. It looks as if the escape was a well organised affair with a
bit of bribery. Louis must have had access to money when he arrived in England.
I would love to know the whole story.
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I have studied as much as I can about the French Revolution. It started in 1789
with the storming of the Bastille. It went through many phases with many
different groups guillotining each other, as well as beheading the Bourbon
monarchs. Napoleon Bonaparte took over with the army. He brought stability to
France and introduced laws which still remain. But he was too ambitious, made
himself Emperor and invaded most of Europe.

After Waterloo he surrendered to the British who sent him to St. Helena to live in
luxury until he died.. The Bourbon monarchy was restored in France.

There was still a lot of revolting and another republic was established with
another Bonaparte as President. This was in 1848 He then made himself a
monarch and became Napoleon 111. There never was a Napoleon 11. It was
during these troubled times that Louis Delaunay was arrested and sent to a penal
colony, probably with other conspirators. Napoleon 111 over reached himself and
declared war on Prussia. The Prussian‚Äôs captured him at the battle of Sedan.
They allowed him to go into exile in England. The 3rd Republic was proclaimed
in France in 1871.

So Louis Delaunay and Napoleon 111 were both in exile in England. Not far
apart, Louis in Twickenham and Nap in Chislehurst, both around London. But
Nap 111 died in 1873 aged 64. Louis D lived on until 1905 aged 82.

The name Delaunay is interesting. The Revolution began in 1789 with the
storming of the Bastille. And who do you think was Governor of the Bastille?
The Marquis de Lornay! Lornay is a village in eastern France. He probably had
an estate there. So that is where the name came from.

The crowd seized the Marquis and
stabbed him to death. They hacked
off his head, stuck it onto a pike
and paraded it around Paris. So
you can say that your ancestor was
Governor of the Bastille. But he
came to a sticky end!

By Louis D's time the "de" had
been incorporated into the name.
The "de" is "of" in French and
implies aristocracy, not favoured in
France.

Walter Boyce came from Ireland. The name Boyce comes from the French Bois,
meaning Wood. When William Duke of Normandy invaded and conquered
England in 1066 he would have sent some of his soldiers to incorporate Ireland.
So Boyce in various spellings is common in Ireland.
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Mercy dash to Worthing hospital March 10th 2013

I intended to stay a minimum of 3 weeks, or a maximum of 6 months
I bought a ticket that was able to be changed to accommodate this.
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Snow in Spring!

I was assured before I left that it was
spring in England! This is looking
outside from the Chatsworth hotel in
Worthing.

It was treachorous and impossible to
walk to the hospital, which had been my
original intention.

The French Hospital
Almshouse Rental Accommodation for Huguenot descendants

Because it had French connections, I wanted my father to consider this as an alternative
to becoming dependent on his granddaughter. I predicted that he would not survive
another year unless he remained independent. Sadly, he only survived another 11
months from self induced starvation and pneumonia

See the resulting conversations of my father disinheriting me
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